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Jeff and Sally Schneider, with Mary Kathryn and Bill McIntosh, dancing the night away
during Vermont Dance Week.

How did you spend your vacation?

Many of our members were busy travelling during the summer. Julie and Vernon
Neighbors, for example spent a couple of weeks with Julie’s relatives in Massachusetts. Pat
Gatti was busy with his daughter’s wedding. Carolyn and Don Banker also hosted a wedding;
their son’s wedding was held in their gorgeous new garden.

Several of our members attended the advanced genealogy workshop held Saturday, June
21, at the Templeton Senior Center. Jane and George Dooley, Nancy Blob and Jim Carring-
ton participated and Chuck Bradner gave an excellent overview of Family Tree Maker soft-
ware.

Perhaps the most unusual vacation we heard about is pictured above. During July, the
Schneiders and Mclntoshes attended Vermont Dance Week in New England. Mary Kathryn
reported, “The four of us went to Ballroom Vermont at Killington for five days. We danced
for most of each day the traditional ballroom dances, with a few Latin dances thrown in for
good measure. There were about 42 dance couples, plus the faculty, there with us. It was
great fun.” The photograph above also shows the North American Rhythm Champions who
demonstrated their dancing skills during the week.

How did you spend your vacation? Drop us an email or a note.

With sympathy

Our sympathy to Howard and Janice Fowler on the death June 16, 2008, of Howard’s
mother, Mrs. Ethel Rice Langhorne at the Civista Medical Center in La Plata, MD. She was
the middle child of the late Marvin and Gertrude Rice. In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her brother Robert and her sister Lelia.

Ethel was born and educated in Amherst County and followed her elder sister Lelia to
Washington, DC, where she found employment with the Federal Bureau of Engraving and
Printing. She returned to Lynchburg to marry Randolph Fowler of Boonsboro and they had
three children: Randolph Jr., Gail and Howard. After Randolph’s untimely death, Ethel mar-
ried Richard Langhorne of Lynchburg and they had a daughter, Richie.

With her children grown, Ethel accepted a job in sales at Leggett’s, where she worked
for over 30 years. She also worked part-time at Jackson’s Drugstore.

She is survived by two daughters, Gail (William) of Williamsburg and Richie (Calvin)
of Waldorf, MD; two sons, Randolph Jr. of Sacramento, CA, and Howard (Janice) of
Lynchburg; four grandchildren; two brothers; 13 neices and nephews; and a host of friends.
Her funeral service was held June 21 at Eighth Street Baptist Church; interment was at Forest
Hill Cemetery.
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Meetings

Business meetings are usually held at 7:30 p.m.
on first Tuesdays of each month except June, July
and August. Owners of properties in the Dia-
mond Hill Historic District and others interested
in supporting historic preservation are welcome
to attend.

Membership

Annual dues for Active Members are $10.00 per
person and the initiation fee is $5.00 (first year).
Active Membership is limited to adult members
of households owning Diamond Hill property.
Annual dues for Associate Members are $10 per
person (no initiation fee). All members receive
this newsletter at no charge. Newsletter subscrip-
tions for non-members are $5.00 per year.

Publisher’s Statement

The Diamond Hill Historical Society (DHHS) is
a nonprofit historic preservation organization
approved under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954. Its purpose is to preserve
and encourage—through the fostering of educa-
tion, research and restoration—the historical and
architectural integrity of the Diamond Hill His-
toric District. DHHS was incorporated in the
Commonwealth of Virginia February 22, 1979.
Views expressed in the Diamond Hill News do
not necessarily reflect the position of DHHS or
its officers and directors.
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2008 June Social

In spite of the light drizzle, the food was great—as
always—and everyone enjoyed a pleasant evening
chatting with their old neighbors and getting to
know their new neighbors.

Our deepest thanks to Ted and Jean Han-
non for hosting this year’s June Social.

In addition to Ted and Jean, we’d like to thank all
of our members who brought food and beverages
and the following members who helped with set-
up and clean-up: Vernon Neighbors, Bob Eugeni,
Bill McIntosh and Mary Katherine Mclntosh
(who also made the attractive invitations).
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DH property transfers

¢ 1301 Madison St: from Donald R. Lee to Robert C. Fortune,
$220,000

4 606 Pearl St: from David L. Abrams and Mary M. Abrams to
Christopher Mahon and Kim Pelso, $145,000

¢ 618 Pearl St: from Geoffrey C. Hubler and How Kum Hubler
to Bailey Gray LLC, two parcels, $355,000

¢ 505 Grace St (store): W&T Enterprises to Ayaz & Malik
Mustafa et al for $167,400%*

Building Permits issued

¢ W&T Enterprises Inc., renovation 505 Grace St., $5000*
¢ Rise Up Properties, new construction, 1225 Church St.,
$204,145*

¢ Rise Up Properties LLC, renovation, 1225 Church St.,
$125,000*

* These properties are located just outside the Diamond Hill His-
toric District.
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Grace St. Market sold

City Assessor’s records show that the
neighborhood store at 505 Grace Street was
sold July 31, 2008, by W&T Enterprises to
Ayaz & Malik Mustafa for $167,400. The
store has been closed for several months
while some repairs were being made. The
News & Advance of August 11 listed a
building permit issued to W&T Enterprises
for that property in the amount of $5000.
This may have been for the roof work which
was recently completed.

During past years, our neighborhood
has experienced problems concerning alco-
holic beverage sales at 505 Grace Street, but
changes in the ABC license issued to the last
people operating the store resulted in sub-
stantial improvements. The operators, for
example, were prohibited from selling single
cans of cold beer, which had encouraged
customers to sit on the Clay St. steps while
consuming their purchase, and discarding
their empties behind the store.

The banner posted on the front of the
building proclaims, “GRACE FOOD
MART—Coming Soon.” We can expect the
new operator to request a new ABC license.

Gatti-Sturgis Wedding

The marriage of Erica Gabrielle
Gatti to Alan Kenneth Sturgis took
place in the Italian Garden at May-
mont Park in Richmond on May
31st with Pastor Jonathan Heaslet of
St. John’s United Church of Christ
officiating. A reception followed at
the Nature Center in the park.

The bride is the daughter of
Barbara M. Hartley of Urbanna and
our president, Patrick H. Gatti. Erica
is the granddaughter of Col. and the
late Mrs. Dean Hartley of Monroe,
La., and Mr. and Mrs. Mario J. Gatti
of Durham, N.C. The groom is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Don Sturgis of
Pocomoke City, Md., and the grand-
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Wood-
row Sturgis, and Mr. and Mrs. Ken-
neth Rantz—all of Pocomoke City,
Md.

The bride is a 1998 graduate of
Heritage High School. She received
her Bachelor of Landscape Archi-
tecture degree in 2003 from Virginia
Tech. Erica is employed with
Timmons Group in Richmond as a
Landscape Architect. The groom is
a 1998 graduate of Pocomoke High
School. He received his BS degree
in engineering mechanics in 2003
and his MS in ocean engineering in
2007 from Virginia Tech. Alan is
employed with Mecal in Richmond
as an engineering analyst. Erica and
Alan reside in Richmond.

Progress at the Academy

A groundbreaking ceremony to
launch the rebuilding of the stage area of
the Academy of Music was held the
morning of June 26. The stagehouse was
destroyed several years ago during a
severe windstorm.

Perhaps the most memorable
speaker of the morning was City Man-
ager L. Kimball Payne, who made an
impassioned plea for the Academy to
involve EVERY citizen, business, or-
ganization and governmental agency in
fundraising to complete the renovation
of this landmark theater. Regardless of
the size of the contributions individuals
might make, they will have a sense of
ownership in this project, and their broad
support will be even more vital when—
or if—the renovation is completed.

Sept. Meeting

Tues., Sept.2
7:30 p.m.

at the

Stabler-Bocock-Watts House
(c.1852)

602 Washington St.

Hosts: Julie and Vernon
Neighbors
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