
Diamond Hill News 
Published by the Diamond Hill Historical Society, Lynchburg, VA 

October 2009 www.diamondhill.org                     Vol. 31, No. 7

Akers-Bohannon House 
       
     The photo on the left shows a  
family in their front yard, but 
things have changed since.  The 
yard is no longer there , and the 
house is somewhat different. 
        
      This is at 617 Washington 
Street at the corner of Grace Street.  
The house looks quite different  
today.  As seen in the picture be-
low, this much remodeled house  
incorporates fragments of the resi-
dence constructed on this site in the 
first half of the 19th century. 
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Meetings 
Business meetings are usually held at 7:30 p.m. 
on first Tuesdays of each month except June, July 
and August. Owners of properties in the Dia-
mond Hill Historic District and others interested 
in supporting historic preservation are welcome 
to attend. 
 
Membership 
Annual dues for Active Members are $10.00 per 
person and the initiation fee is $5.00 (first year). 
Active Membership is limited to adult members 
of households owning Diamond Hill property. 
Annual dues for Associate Members are $10 per 
person (no initiation fee). All members receive 
this newsletter at no charge. Newsletter subscrip-
tions for non-members are $5.00 per year. 
 
Publisher’s Statement 
The Diamond Hill Historical Society (DHHS) is 
a nonprofit historic preservation organization 
approved under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954. Its purpose is to preserve 
and encourage—through the fostering of educa-
tion, research and restoration—the historical and 
architectural integrity of the Diamond Hill His-
toric District. DHHS was incorporated in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia February 22, 1979. 
Views expressed in the Diamond Hill News do 
not necessarily reflect the position of DHHS or  
its officers and directors. 
 

Lynchburg Historical Foundation  
 
October 16 
Pineapple Promotion Antique Show  
Preview Party 
Party Benefits LHF 
James River Conference Center 
6:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
October 22,23,24 
Ghosts of Historic Lynchburg 
Garland Hill Historic District 
 
        Enjoy an evening walking Garland Hill Historic District with a guide that will 
delight & entertain you with stories of the haunts of days bone by. Walk will start at 
the Gilliam House, 405 Madison Street, continue through the neighborhood and 
finish back where you started to have refreshments on the porch. 
 
       Starting at 6:30 p.m., running every 15 to 20 minutes. Last walk at 8:30 p.m. 
$10.00 Adults - $5.00 Children. Tickets will be sold at 6:00 p.m. each night at the 
site, first come first served. No rain dates. Group reservations for 15 or more may be 
made in advance by calling the Foundation office. 
 
         All proceeds from this event will go to the Garland Hill Historical Society and 
the Lynchburg Historical Foundation.  For more information call (434) 528-5353. 

Historic Preservation Award 
 
         Preservation Virginia kicked off the year with a reception held at Old City Hall 
in Richmond to honor several outstanding achievements in Virginia historic preserva-
tion.   
         Bluffwalk Center was the winner of the “Outstanding Adaptive Use” award for 
their conversion of the 1905 Southland Annex Building of the Craddock Terry Shoe 
Company into the Craddock Terry  Hotel and Event Center and the adjacent Shoe-
maker’s Restaurant;  all part of Lynchburg’s hospitality complex known as Bluffwalk 
center, an exquisite experimental and architectural ‘welcome mat’ for Lynchburg. 

Day at the Point 
October 10 
 
             Point of Honor will host the 12th Annual Day at the Point on Saturday, Octo-
ber 10th from 10:00  a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Admission is free. This fall festival brings liv-
ing history, food, kid’s games and crafts, period music, and much more to the grounds 
of Point of Honor each year. The historic home was built in 1815 by the Cabell family 
and is among the finest examples of Federal architecture in Piedmont Virginia. Craft 
demonstrations and a full-size batteau exhibit are just part of the activities of the 
day.    (434) 455-6226      FREE! 

October 24:  Apple Tasting with Tom Burford 
             Point of Honor will host its 2nd Annual Apple Tasting with local apple histo-
rian Tom Burford.  The event will be held in the Carriage House from 2:00 - 
5:00.  Sample apple varieties found within Point of Honor's own kitchen orchard from 
approximately 2:00 - 3:30 with a wine and cheese reception to follow.  Tickets are 
limited - call for more information.  (434) 455-6226    $ 

http://www.diamondhill.org/�
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2010 DHHS Calendar  

        It will be for sale at the October membership meeting, the Second Edition of the DHHS Calendar – 
“Scenes of Diamond Hill – 2010.”  This year’s edition is significantly improved thanks to the comments and 
feedback from last year.  Price of this year’s calendar is $12.00 each or 2 for $20.00.  These calendars make 
great gifts!  So buy early --- and buy lots!  Be sure to bring your cash and checks to the meeting!  

Wedding News  

       Patrick Fowler, son of Howard and 
Janice Fowler, and  Gabriella Toledo were 
married on July  25, 2009. The wedding and 
reception were held at Rancho De Las Flo-
res in Somis, California. Patrick is a 2000 
VA Tech graduate and an Energy Engineer 
for Hilti Construction Company. He and 
Gabbie reside in Altadena, California.  

Cover page of the 2010 DHHS Calendar. 

Congratulations 
      To Cassie, Erick, big sisters Caro-
line and Eleanor and, William:   
Oliver Nathaniel was born on Septem-
ber 16, 2009  with 8lbs., 3oz and 21 
inches long!  Also congratulations to 
their grandparents! 

Happy Halloween! 
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Oct. Meeting 
 

Tues., Oct. 6 

7:30 p.m. 
 

at the 
 

Stabler-Bocock-Watts House 
(1852) 

602 Washington St 
 

Hosts:  Julianna and Vernon 
Neighbors 

 

Christmas on Diamond Hill 
A Tour of Selected Homes 
  
           Our next “Christmas on Diamond Hill” tour will be held in the afternoon and 
early evening of Sunday, December 13th.  Tickets will be $20.  Advance purchase 
of the tickets will be available in November at: 
♦ Givens Books-Little Dickens at 2236 Lakeside Dr. 
♦ Hardwick’s Gifts at 915 Main St. 
♦ Lynchburg Florist & Antiques at 3224 Old Forest Rd. 
♦ Visitor Center 
Tickets also will be available on the day of the tour. 
            Refreshments will be provided for our guests at Marla and Jeff Potter’s 
home, 401 Washington Street. We deeply appreciate the support of those who have 
offered to assist with this extremely important project. 
 
More details for this’ years tour will be available in the November newsletter. 

DH properties for sale 
♦ 1223 Clay Street 
♦1225 Clay St: Harris-Sneed House (c.1882) 
♦ 1301 Clay St: Jordan-Kinckle House 
(c.1883) 
♦1304 Clay: Ryland-Addison House (1906) 
♦ 1308 Clay: Stokes House (1906) 
♦ 1301 Madison Street (c.1820) 
♦1420 Madison: Moore House (1910) 
♦ 605 Pearl: ½ of Owens-Heald Duplex 
(1899) 
♦ 709 Pearl: McLaughlin-Batte House (1921) 
♦ 501 Washington: Lee House (c. 1897) 
♦ 503 Washington: Dean House (c. 1850) 
♦ 611-13 Threadgill-Clay House (1892-93)  

Halloween Safety Tips 
  
♦ Always carry a flashlight!  Walk, don’t run. 
♦ Stay on sidewalks.  Stay in familiar neighborhoods. 
♦ Don’t cut across yards and driveways. 
♦ Wear a watch you can read in the dark. 
♦ Make sure costumes don’t drag in the ground. 
♦ Shoes should fit (even if they go with your costume) 
♦ Avoid wearing masks while walking from house to house. 
♦ Carry only flexible knives, swords or other props. 
♦ If there is no sidewalk, walk on the left side of the road facing traffic. 
♦ Wear clothing with reflective markings or tape. 
♦ Approach only houses that are lit. 
♦ Stay away from and don’t pet animals you don’t know. 
♦ Make sure your yard is clear of such things as ladders, hoses, dog leashes and 
flower pots that can trip the young ones. 
♦ Pets get frightened on Halloween.  Put them up to protect them from cars on inad-
vertently biting a trick-or-treater. 
 




