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Redd family’s garage on Grace Street before demolition. Site after demolition.

City demolishes Grace St. garage

During April, city inspectors notified Henry Redd and his wife at 713 Pearl Street
that their garage fronting on Grace Street had developed severe structural problems
and would have to be either repaired or demolished. The flooring in the two-story
structure had collapsed and the front wall of the building facing Grace Street was
bowing out. Mr. and Mrs. Redd are elderly and Henry is in poor health.

Building Commissioner Bob Drane met with Mr. and Mrs. Redd and they told
him they were obtaining estimates. Since the owners were unable to either repair or
demolish the building, the city closed Grace Street for a day and demolished the ga-
rage.

As a result, our historic district lost another piece of Diamond Hill history. Even
though the building was not being used as a garage, it was an unusual dependency
that added interest to Grace Street. Now Grace Street is left with a gaping hole and a
very solid stone wall that extends out to the very edge of the narrow street. If the
driver who recently demolished the utility pole on Grace Street across from the ga-
rage had crashed into that wall instead, he would probably not have survived.

Removal of the garage exposed areas on the back of the Redd’s house where the
garage was attached to it. Along the top of the 10-foot foundation wall (see photo),
the city installed an orange plastic fence which draws attention to the stone founda-
tion and the white sewer line. Is there—somewhere—an organization that would be
willing to replace that plastic fence with something safer and more attractive? It’s
unfortunate that this family, who maintained their property so attractively for decades,
is left with these problems.

New owner of 1301 Madison dies

During early September Robert C.
Fortune, who bought the Chesley
Hardy House from Donald R. Lee in
April, died unexpectedly.

New members

A hearty “Welcome” to Terry Keen-
han and Sally Bruce who recently be-
came DHHS members. Terry and Sally
reside at 1306 Madison Street.

Don’t blame the dogs!

Diamond Hill is a great
place to stroll with your dog, and many
of us take advantage of the opportu-
nity. But a few—very few—are also
taking advantage of their neighbors, by
not cleaning up after their dogs. City
ordinances require it. Enough said!

Oct. Meeting
Tues., Oct.7
7:30 p.m.
at the

Walter G Jones House
(c.1887)

601 Pearl St.

Hosts: Katheryn and Hampton
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