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Officers & Directors 
President: Patrick H. Gatt i  
Vice-President: Leonard R. Briley 
Recording Sec: Nancy J.  Zehmer 
Membership Sec:  Marla E.  Potter 
Treasurer: Jeffery Schneider 
Historian: Jean L. Hannon 
Director 07-08: Jon I .  Alvarenga 
Director 07-08: James J.  Carrington 
Director 08-09: Jul ianna K. Neighbors 
Director 08-09: Robert  Halpin 
 
Committee Chairpersons 
Neighborhood Beautification: Dennis Newton 
Hospitality: Fran D.   Briley 
Tours: Julianna K. Neighbors 
Website:  Mari  White Smallshaw 
Newsletter: Josie Alvarenga & Jim Carrington 
Neighborhood Watch: L.  Robert  Halpin 
Children’s Activities: Mari  Smallshaw 
Street Restoration: Jon Alvarenga &  
Larry A. Wollan,  Jr 
Auditor: Charles Bedat 
Endowment Fund: Jeffery Schneider 
Parliamentarian: Charles K. Bradner 
 
Meetings 
Business meetings are usually held at  7:30 p.m. 
on first  Tuesdays of  each month except June,  July 
and August .  Owners of propert ies in the Diamond 
Hill  Historic District  and others interested in 
supporting historic preservation are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Membership 
Annual dues for Active Members are $10.00 per 
person and the init iat ion fee is  $5.00 (f irst  
year) .  Active Membership is  l imited to adult  
members of  households owning Diamond Hi l l  prop-
erty.  Annual dues for Associate Members are $10 
per person (no init iat ion fee).  All  members re-
ceive this  newsletter at  no charge.  Newsletter  
subscriptions for non-members are $5.00 per year.  
 
Publisher’s Statement 
The Diamond Hill  Historical  Society (DHHS) is  a 
nonprofit  historic preservation organization 
approved under Section 501(c)(3) of  the Internal  
Revenue Code of 1954. I ts  purpose is  t o preserve 
and encourage—through the fostering of education,  
research and restoration—the historical  and ar-
chitectural  integrity of  the Diamond Hi l l  His-
toric Distr ict .  DHHS was incorporated in the 
Commonwealth of  Virginia February 22,  1979. Views 
expressed in the Diamond Hill News  do not 
necessari ly reflect the posit ion of  DHHS or  
i ts  off icers and directors.  
 

Progress on Fifth St. Plan 
 Construction of a modern round-
about at the intersection of Fifth and 
Federal Streets is scheduled to start 
during December. The city has re-
served $889,200 for the project, a 
combination of local money and fed-
eral grants received during 2007 and 
2008. This project is the first phase of 
the Fifth Street Corridor Master Plan 
adopted by City Council. 
 The Virginia Department of 
Transportation is promoting the use 
of roundabouts “to reduce injury ac-
cidents, traffic delays, fuel consump-
tion, air pollution and construction as 
well as maintenance costs, while 
quite often moving more traffic and 

enhancing intersection beauty.” 
 The Master  Plan states, 
“Roundabouts differ from the old 
traffic circles that have been used in 
some cities. The modern roundabout 
is generally smaller, requiring lower 
traveling speeds. ... The center island 
and splitter islands at each entry to 
the roundabout deflect entering traf-
fic and reinforce the yielding process. 
Pedestrians usually find it easy to 
cross the street at a roundabout, be-
cause, using the splitter island as a 
refuge, they only need to cross one 
lane at a time.” One of the objectives 
of the Fifth Street plan is to make the 
neighborhood more pedestrian-
friendly.   (Map on the next page 
goes with this story.) 

Plan of the proposed roundabout. 

Margaret Rose dies 
 Margaret Anne High Rose, an 
active preservationist and friend of 
many of our members, died June 18, 
2008 in Titusville, FL, where she was 
living near her daughter. She and her 
husband, Ellwood Hines Rose, 
moved to Lynchburg after their re-
tirement and purchased the Edward 
Murrell House on Garland Hill. Ell-
wood died in 1992. Margaret served 
as president of the Lynchburg His-
torical Foundation and the Garland 
Hill Neighborhood Assoc. 

Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours  

http://www.diamondhill.org/�
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Nov. Meeting 
 

Tues., Nov.4 

7:30 p.m. 
 

at the 
 

Tyree-Slaughter House 
(c.1856) 

1421 Harrison St 
 

       Hosts: Josie and Jon  
Alvarenga   

---------- 

Congratulations, Dan! 
 Congratulations to Dan Hague on 
the opening of his new business, Rise 
Up Climbing, on Saturday, September 
27. For his new facility, Dan renovated 
the former ECK Electric building at 
1225 Church Street, a building that had 
been empty for several years. Located 
at the foot of Diamond Hill, the new 
gym is extremely convenient for most 
of our members. 

The facility contains 600 square feet of 
climbing walls which stand up to 40 
feet tall and offer some 40 different 
routes for climbers to tackle. Routes 
are changed on a regular basis and are 
available in several degrees of diffi-
culty. In addition to the climbing walls, 
there is a wall of simulated boulders 
for climbers to scramble over. 
Dan has extensive experience in the 
climbing field. During the early 1990s, 
he launched three climbing gyms in the 
DC metro area. His company, Spor-
trock Climber Centers, became one of 
the largest climbing companies in the 
East. On Diamond Hill, Dan has been 
renovating the Gannaway House at 500 
Washington Street. 
 Rise Up Climbing is open Monday 
through Friday from noon to 10 p.m., 
on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
on Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. For 
information, call (434) 845-7625 or 
visit www.riseupclimbing.com. 

Chris Neighbors on the Web 
 During October, the above photograph appeared 
on FBM Bike Company’s website with a caption, 
“You may have seen Chris Neighbors in some Ani-
mal edits on the interweb ... now you get to see him 
after slipping in wet paint on a 12-foot pallet ramp, 
while wearing very expensive jeans, and holding a 
gallon bucket of pink paint!” The vast extent of 
paint is not apparent without full-color printing, but 
you can see it in vivid color at our DHHS website. 
Chris makes frequent appearances at bike street-
riding events and contests, including one recently 
held in Richmond. 

DH properties for sale 
♦ 1223 Clay Street 
♦ 1225 Clay St: Harris-Sneed House (c.1882) 
♦ 1301 Clay: Jordan-Kinckle House (c.1883) 
♦ 1304 Clay: Ryland-Addison House (1906) 
♦ 1308 Clay: Stokes House (1906) 
♦ 1504-06 Grace Street:duplex 
♦ 1420 Madison: Moore House (1910) 
♦ 605 Pearl: ½ of Owens-Heald Duplex 
(1899) 
♦ 709 Pearl: McLaughlin-Batte House (1921) 
♦ 503 Washington: Dean House (c. 1850) 
♦ 611-13 Washington: Threadgill-Clay House 
(1893) 

http://www.riseupclimbing.com/�



