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Halloween Spirits on Diamond Hill 

Above left: Sharon and Bryan Beagle 
Above right: Bill and Mary Kathryn 
McIntosh 
On the left: Ted and Jean Hannon 
Below from left to right: Josie and Jon Al-
varenga, Shirley Eugene, Bill and Sue 
Baldwin, Pat Gatti, Bob Eugene, Vernon 
and Julie Neighbors 
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Dec. Meeting 
 

Tues., Dec.2 

7:30 p.m. 
 

at the 
 

Lee House 
(c.1897) 

501 Washington St 
 

       Hosts: Sarah and Scott  
Carstens  
---------- 

Building permits issued 
♦ 505 Grace St: W&T Enterprises (Grace St. 
♦618 Pearl St: Bailey Grey LLC, repairs, 
$8000. 

Lynchburg makes Top 50 
 This Old House Magazine has named 
the top place to buy an old house in each of 
the 50 states. In Virginia, that place is 
Lynchburg! The magazine’s website notes, 
“It’s a head-scratcher that Lynchburg isn’t 
so famous as other Southern historic archi-
tecture hot spots (think Charleston or Sa-
vannah). This city on the James River sur-
vived the Civil War intact and sports some 
of the best examples of antebellum struc-
tures below the Mason-Dixon line, as well 
as a stunning lineup of Federal-style 
houses. It’s home to seven national historic 
districts, thanks to progressive city plan-
ning, tax breaks, and private donations. 
Arty Lynchburgers work for entities in-
cluding the town’s Academy of Fine Arts 
and the area’s seven colleges, many of 
which emphasize the creative disciplines. 
 “The Federal Hill Historic District 
contains dozens of early Federal homes, 
which count among the city’s oldest and 
finest dwellings. Other notable homes, 
built between 1817 and 1940, include ex-
amples of the Georgian Revival, Queen 
Anne, Italianate, Greek Revival, and Cen-
ter Hall Colonial styles.” 

Diamond Hill “on the move” 
 In 1954, when contractors cut 
through the ridge at the southeast end of 
Diamond Hill to permit the Lynchburg 
Expressway to run beneath Grace Street, 
a large retaining wall was built to hold 
the hillside in place. By the early 1990s, 
however, city engineers noticed that the 
wall was moving. 
 An inspection completed last De-
cember by local engineering firm 
Schwartz & Associates, Inc. concluded 
that nearly a third of the 360-foot-long 
wall is visibly buckling under pressure 
from the soil and rock behind it. Numer-
ous incidents of cracking, crumbing and 
shifting were also reported. In some 
places, the wall is now two and a half 
feet closer to the Expressway than when 
originally built. 
 Dee Dee Conner, an engineer with 
the city, recently reported the results of 
the independent inspection to a City 
Council committee. “The summary basi-
cally is that some part of the wall will 
go,” she said. “The question is when.” 
Conner added that it would likely take a 
hurricane-scale storm to bring the wall 
down. 

Help STOP auto break-ins!!! 
 We’ve had thefts from a couple of 
vehicles in our neighborhood recently. 
One of those vehicles was left unlocked, 
which made easy pickings for the thief. 
Here are a few ways you can protect your 
vehicle and possessions: 
♦ Keep the doors locked at all times 
♦ Leave nothing of value inside your car 
♦Park in well lighted areas 
♦ Leave nothing visible to people passing 
by 
♦Report to LPD anyone you see peeking 
into cars 

Happy Hanukkah  




