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View from Diamond Hill about 1890. Charles E. Heald’s house was at the right on Church St . 
Criminal apprehended behind 
Heald House 
 In his Lynchburg and its People, 
W. Asbury Christian includes an inter-
esting story about an event that oc-
curred behind the Heald House at 1315 
Church St. The following is quoted 
from pages 347-49: 
 
 The great fire [of 1883] had taught 
the city a lesson, and in June the or-
ganization of the paid fire department 
was completed; and this was none too 
soon, for within two months a species 
of vandalism began which, though 
unwelcome, was by no means un-
known. W.B. Snead’s shop was set on 
fire August 12; then closely following 
this was another and another, and on 
the 29th six old buildings, including 
outhouses, stables and shops, were set 
on fire. Sometimes the fire department 
was kept going all night, scarcely put-
ting out one fire before another would 
break out. This kept up through Au-
gust, September and October, and the 
whole city was stirred over it, many 
being afraid to go to bed for fear their 
property would be burned up.  
        Nearly every day the papers 
would have reports headed “Two In-
cendiary Attempts,” “More Fires,” 
“The Incendiary Does Not Let Up.” 
The mayor offered a reward of $500 to 
the one who should catch the rascal, 

Norvell House where Harrison Crews worked 

and several arrests were made; but the 
evidence necessary for conviction was 
lacking, so the parties were turned 
loose. 
 November 15 Moses Lacy’s stable, 
on Church street, near Twelfth, was 
fired. As soon as the alarm was 
sounded Sergeant Samuel Johnson, 
Samuel T. Sutor and J.R. Coombs, who 
were on Diamond Hill, separated and 
came down towards the fire, in order to 
catch the incendiary if he came that 
way. 
 Just as Mr. Sutor got to C.E. 
Heald’s back fence he met a man get-
ting over the fence. He drew his pistol 
and halted him, and soon the officers 
came up and carried him to jail. The 
prisoner was Harrison Crews,  . . . 
baker at the Norvell House. He had 
been at the incendiary business for 
more than three months, and during 
that time had several times set fire to 
the Norvell House stable, once while an 
officer was in the building to prevent it 
from being fired. 
 Crews was tried at the December 
term of court, and was convicted upon 
his own confession and given twenty-
six years in the penitentiary, where he 
is still [1900] looking after fires, but in 
the capacity of a cook. Some thought 
his sentence very light, others thought 
it heavy enough for him, but that there 
were others engaged in this nefarious 
business who, though innocent of being 

caught, were not innocent of being par-
ties to the crime. However, when Crews 
was behind the bars and incendiary fires 
ceased, and the fire department and the 
people felt a great relief.                  

Spring Yard Sale scheduled 
 Julie Neighbors and Bob Halpin 
are hard at work planning a super-sized 
yard sale for Diamond Hill residents to 
unload items they no longer need. A 
couple of dozen families are expected 
to participate in the sale which is 
scheduled for May 10, with a rain date 
of May 17. 
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April Meeting 
 

Tues., April 1st 

7:30 p.m. 
 

at the 
 

Powell House (1886) 

307 Washington St. 
 

       Hosts:  Sally & Jeff Schneider 
---------- 

 

LHF launches Oral History  
Project 
 At the annual meeting of the Lynchburg 
Historical Foundation, President Cham Light 
stated “oral history is a very will known re-
search methodoloy and can be particularly 
valuable in capturing the thoughts and per-
sonality of the individual being interviewed. 
 The purpose of this project is to video-
tape hour-long interviews with individuals 
“who have made significant contributions 
and provided excellent leadership in our com-
munity.” Volunteer interviewers are being 
trained and a majority of the interviews will 
be completed by the end of May 2008. 
 The videotaped interviews will be per-
manently stored for the use of future re-
searchers. Each individual interviewed will 
also receive a personal copy of the recording. 

Spring programs scheduled 
 April 9:  Barbara Rothermel, director of 
the Daura Gallery at Lynchburg College will 
discuss the work of nationally-known local 
artist Quenna Stovall. Following the lecture, 
a number of paintings of Lynchburg scenes 
by a group of the area’s best known artists 
will be unveiled. These will be presented to 
the Library in honor of its 100th birthday. 
 April 26:  The LHF hits the road again, 
with a bus tour to Lexington, VA. The tour 
includes two 19th century houses in town and 
two newer houses with panoramic views 
along Riverbend. There will be an opportu-
nity to visit W&L, VMI and the home of 
Stonewall Jackson. Lunch on your own in 
downtown Lexington. The bus leaves the 
Bragassa Building (LHF headquarters) at 
9:30 a.m. Tickets are $35 for members and 
$55 for non-members . 

DHHS 2008 Committee  
Appointments 
 Our president, with the advice and consent 
of our board of directors, have appointed the 
following committee chairmen and other ap-
pointees for 2008: 
♦Neighborhood Beautification: Dennis Newton 
♦ Hospitality: Fran D. Briley 
♦Tours: Julianna K. Neighbors 
♦Endowment Fund: Jeff Schneider, Rad Briley      
& Jim Carrington 
♦Website: 
♦Newsletter: Jim Carrington & Josi Alvarenga 
♦Programs: 
♦ Parliamentarian: 
♦Neighborhood Watch: Bob Halpin 
♦Children’s Activities: Mari Smallshaw 
♦Nominating: 
♦ Street Restoration: Jon Alvarenga & Larry 
Wollan 
♦Parliamentarian: Chuck Bradner 
♦ Historic District Coalition: 
♦Auditor: Charles Bedat 

Congratulations to the Gatti  
family 
 Congratulations to Patrick H. Gatti of 
Diamond Hill and Barbara M. Hartley of 
Urbanna, VA, who recently announced the 
engagement of their daughter Erica Gabri-
elle, to Alan Kenneth Sturgis, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Don Sturgis of Pocomoke City, 
MD. 
 Erica is a 1998 Graduate of Heritage 
High School and received her Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture in 2003 from Vir-
ginia Tech. She is currently employed as a 
landscape architect by Timmons Group in 
Richmond, VA. 
 Alan is a 1998 graduate of Pocomoke 
High School. He received his B.S. in Engi-
neering Science & Mechanics in 2003 and 
his M.S. in Ocean Engineering in 2007 
from Virginia Tech. Alan is currently em-
ployed with Mecal in Richmond as an engi-
neering analyst. 

Happy  

Spring! 




